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By Cathy Ash from the blend of the vowel "It often takes a lot of time
. o . and the end sound is the first and responsibility to teach
Karen Truncellito is a special  step,” she explains. *“Then stu-. these students how to read - -:

person. dents add the beginning sound _but it is nothing that cannot be
A resident of Exton, Truncel-.." to form the ‘word,’’ she added.” done,"" said Truncellito.™*‘l 'am -~

lito is a tutor and former class- Students are taught groups Wwilling to address any group

room teacher who specializes  of similar words at a time, with - that would like to know more

in reading. common‘endings and different  about thls method ” she add- i
.She has written a book, bas- _beginnings, to increase their'. ed. - - - 3

ed on the development of. a “,vocabulary.” “It's. a code to . Truncelhto recelved her‘}’-,

reading method she perfected “allow . them} to” pronounce ‘undergraduate degree from St. "
to teach reading to students - words and learn to read,’”’ ex- -Joseph’s College in Brooklyn,
previously found unable to plamed Truncellito. and her Master’s in Education
read. “I've researched a lot and | from Fordham University in
The book, entitled. Easy ' have found that this is the best NYC. She taught in the New
Steps to Reading, is a self-- and easiest method to teach - York City school system and at

published manual of her aiter- . reading,’’ said Truncellito. . _ Sts. Philip and James School in
native approach to reading for. .- “Parents can easily teach.- Chester County, prior to devel-
students with learning disabili- . chlldren using this method,’”” oping the reading method and
_ties. Over the last 12 years, the, - said Truncellito. !“It's. essentnal turning to private tutoring.
technique has been proven suc- for parents ta get mvolved and - - Parents and educators can
cessful with students ranging . take-* actionj to = help : their 3 obtam free information. about
.in age from four to aduit and > children ready’ she added. -~ Trunceliito’s method. by send-
varying in ability from average . #If childrer, would bé caught = iNg @ business sized, SASE to
to severely disabled.: = 7 eaﬂy enough, there wouldn't" . Karen Truncellito, 103 Wilson

““| haven't lost a child yet - be the kinds of self-esteem pro-“ ' Circle, Exton, PA 19341 or by
_said Truncellito in a phone in- * plems; that “exist . with: nofi- = calling ~363-1484 or1 800-
terview. it does take time, but-. : readers at;.'a later. age,”” : 285 5-3017. ~ .
the technique works,’’ she con--.- - continued = Truncellito. ./'We = ~.The book, Easy Steps to
tinued. She recounted her dis- .+ could. avoid- the - self-esteem - Read/ng is available for $33.95
covery of the method. almost'~ problems that children all over - . from Truncellito. 'The cost of
tWelVe years ago, When tutor'.- the county are faclng'“ she the bOOk ]USt covers the ex-
ing a_ little boy  /With ‘severe . g3id.- i -penses,’’ explained Truncellito,
memiory problems.™Y: < Z2 < 1 T Adcording to . Truncelhto - who self-published the manual.

Conventional méthods jUSt - ~children shbuld be tested “the »'’My goal is to put an affordable
didn’t work for him,’’ explained - garlier the| better.””. She ‘ad- -"method in the hands of parents
began to explore other tech- ity in szerganen to enable " dents who would otherwise be
nnques to find a workable solu- preventatlve measures to be Unable to read achieve their
tion. ‘“The approach is @ taken befjre severe problems goals,”” she explained.
phonetic one, but it is un- develop :
conventional,’”” she said. . .

“This technique starts in the
middle of a word,’* explained
Truncellito. ‘‘Students blend
the vowel to the end, then add -
the beginning sound to form :
the word,”” she exp1amed -
© "Most memory deficient stu—
dents lose the word before they
are done sounding it out using
the conventional beginning. to

. end method,’’ Truncellito said.
.*’This methods cuts the four
step process to two, makmg |t
easier and quicker.”’

Truncellito begms students
with vowel sounds in the mid-
dle of a word. From there, she
“has them blend the vowel with ) v
, the .ending * sounds.", "Gomg :
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